CHAPTER III

BUBBLE BUSINESS

" The idea that the only justifiable world-
interpretation is that which allows counting,
reckoning^ weighing, seeing, and touching,
and nothing else, is stupid and naive, in so
far indeed as it is not pathological and
imbecile."

Nietzsche; Frohliche Wissenschaft

All thought is repetition, but repetition of increasing concen- The refrain
tration. All higher levels of consciousness are reproductions of
earlier series of ideas in an essentially compressed and crystallized
form. Concentration is the hall-mark of increasing cultural devel-
opment, and if there is such a thing as intellectual progress, it is to
be looked for here. But these passages into closer and yet closer
states of aggregation always involve qualitative changes also, and
we can equally, therefore, say that thought is never repetition. Just
as ice is the same in its components as water and is yet a phe-
nomenon of quite different character, so also the process of
thought-condensation involves a transformation: a stronger
formation and clarification of spiritual life, but at the same time
a stiffening, freezing, and ageing of it.

A very distinct acceleration of the tempo of this recapitulation-
process can be followed in the history of the last hundred years.
In the Restoration period European mankind attempted to reno-
vate certain sets of ideas, forms of art, and feelings about life be-
longing to the Middle Ages. In the period between 1848 and 1870,
with which the present chapter is to deal, it worked over afresh
the whole curriculum of the Enlightenment in tabloid lessons, un-
der the name of Positivism; after the war with France a sort of
neo-Classicism appeared in Germany and held its ground for a
time, while the literary movement that came to the top in the
Berlin of the eighties reminds one very definitely, in program and
practice, of the Sturm und Drang (which itself was frankly an
early Naturalism), and the contemporary painting was akin to
the early Impressionism of the Rococo. And, for that matter, in
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